Vladivostok Mission
About the Icon

Red signifies divinity, and blue signifies humanity. Jesus
wears red closest to Himself to show that He is a divine
person. He received His humanity in time, so wears blue on
top of the red. Conversely, Mary wears blue closest to herself
because she is a human person. Red is worn over the blue to
signify that she received her divinity second.

The three stars on Mary’s forehead and shoulders refer to
her virginity before, during, and after the birth of Christ.

The title at the top of the icon reads “Our Lady of
Vladivostok” in Russian. The other letters in the icon are
Greek. The letters MP mean “Mother of God.” The letters U
stand for “Theotokos,” or “God-bearer.” The letters W and N
in Christ’s halo show that He is God. The letters IC stand for
“Jesus,” and the letters XC stand for “Christ.”

Our mission society helps American Catholic priests in
Eastern Russia with their evangelization, catechetical,
pro-life, and social service efforts. This important work
touches the lives of thousands of people every year.

Mary Mother of God Mission Society
1854 Jefferson Ave. e Saint Paul, MN 55105
651-227-0208 www.vladmission.org
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The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

Will be offered in Russia for
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“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my savior,
for He has looked upon His handmaid's lowliness;
behold, from now on all ages will call me blessed.”
— Luke 1:46-48
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